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Urban Tropicana: The
Parrotsof Southern

California
November 15, 2006
LarryAllen

en you think of parrots, do you

envision steaming tropical jungles?
A pirate with amacaw on his shoulder?
Well, how about Southern California
suburbia? In fact, the Southland ishometo
more than adozen naturalized species of
parrots and parakeets. Larry will discuss
origins of thelocal flocks, the biological
factorsthat help them succeed here, and
theidentification of our locally breeding
species. A handout will supplement the
lecture. Therewill beaParrot-viewing
Field Trip on the Saturday following this
presentation.

Larry AllenisProject Coordinator for
the Los Angeles County Breeding Bird
Atlasand amember of the California
Parrot Project. He conducts annual gull
workshopsfor the Los Angeles Audubon
Society and the Morro Bay Winter Bird
Festival. Hisresearchinterestsinclude
gulls, psittacids, and desert birds.

General Meetingsheld at:
Eaton Canyon Nature Center
1750 N. Altadena Drive, Pasadena
7:00 pm Socid
7:30 pm Program

CHRISTMASCOUNT
DINNER

When:
6:00pm
Saturday, December 16, 2006

Where:
Matt Denny’sRestaur ant
& Pub
145 E. Huntington Drive
Arcadia,CA
(626) 446-1077

Parking:
Ampleparkinginrear off
Wheeler Street

Detailsand Reservations
SeePage4

Teaser from Panama

Mark Scheel
saw 17 lifebirds
withoutleavingthe = %
hotel. The next day
he picked up
another 54life
birds, and watched
15,000 Broad-winged Hawksfly over
within ahalf an hour. Mark sendsthis
photo of a Chestnut-mandibled Toucan.
[Note: Afull report of the Panamatrip
will bein the January Wrentit.]

President’sPerch

sl writethis, it’searly October and the

migrating birds are coming through our
neighborhood. | especially liketo seethe
colorful warblers. There areten warbler
specieswe normally see! Y ou can check on
which migrantsareintheareaby dialing
(323) 874-1318 and listening to Jon
Fisher’ srecording of current bird sightings.

| want to welcome Janet Scheel as our
new Webmistress starting October 1st.
Janet will be taking over from Jane Strong,

who hasfaithfully maintained our

website for anumber of years. Our
sincere thanksto Jane for the creative
design work put into the PAS website to
make it acommunication and informa-
tion center. Please visit our website at
WWW.PASADENAAUDUBON.ORG.

(4

TheArroyo: Past, Present

and Future

January 17, 2007
Jeff Chapman
he Arroyo Seco hasdrawn wildlife
and peopleto the region for thousands
of years. It isacanyon, awatershed, an
urban natural refuge, awater source, and
home to thousands of people. How can
these competing uses be reconciled?

Jeff will talk about the natural and
socia history of the Arroyo, what is
happening to improveit, and the forces
that are shaping itsfuture. Hewill also
highlight wayswe can participatein
protecting, restoring, and conserving the
Arroyo. The Arroyo Seco Foundation
bal ances the conflicting needs of nature
and peoplein the Arroyo.

Jeff Chapman has been working with
ASF for two years as watershed coordina-
tor, focusing on water quality, water
conservation, and bringing together
organizationsinterested inimproving the
Arroyo. Previously, heworked for the
Audubon Center at Debs Park and the
Catalinalsland Conservancy.
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. representing conservationists, farmers, Guesswhat | decided to do then? Y ou got
Conservation teachers, taxpayers, businesses, |abor it; whenever aplant diesorisn't pulling

Proposition 84
TheClean Water, Parksand Coastal
Protection Act

udubon Californiaurgesall Audubon

membersto vote yes on Proposition 84
on November 7. Californiaisfacing
enormous popul ation growth in the coming
years, with 25 million new residents
expected by 2040. But our investment in
infrastructureis not keeping pace with our
population growth. Current funding for
natural resourcesand environmental
protection programsiscritically low. In
fact, funding for resources makes up less
than 1% of the overall state budget.

Proposition 84 makestheinvestments
needed to ensurethat all Californianswill
have:

 Accessto safedrinking water

* Better protection from floods

» Opportunitiesto enjoy parks, natural
landscapes and our rivers, lakes,
beaches, baysand coastline.

A broad coalition of interests —water
districts, conservation and environmental
groups, local government entities, business
organizations, museum and park interests,
elected officials, and civic groups— has
formed to support Proposition 84. At the
very least, Audubon Californiaurgesyou
to read the proposition very carefully
before voting on thiscritical issue.

Prop 90

TheTaxpayer Trap

hisNovember, Californianswill vote

on one of theworst environmental
measuresin state history — onethat
threatens protectionsfor our wildlife,
coastline, open space, farmland, and other
natural resources. Proposition 90isa
“takings’ initiative. Backed by out-of-state
property rightsextremists, it' sreally a
hidden “taxpayer trap.” Under Prop. 90,
devel opersand corporations could demand
huge payoutsfrom local taxpayers. All
they haveto doisclaim that alaw has
harmed the value of their property or
business— no matter how important the
law or how far-fetched the claim. In fact,
this“trap” could prevent the state from
protecting our most imperiled animals,
such as sea otters and condors.

Audubon Californiahasmade
defeating Prop. 90 apriority and we are
hoping you will do the same. Prop. 90 isan
extreme measure that will cost taxpayers
billions of dollars, hurt our ability to
protect the environment and our communi-
tiesand result in thousands of frivolous
lawsuits.

Prop. 90 is one of the most far-
reaching measures on our ballot in
decades. It isopposed by diverse groups

organizations, seniors, public safety
officials, homeownersand many others.

Weknow that themorevoterslearn
about Prop. 90, the more they areinclined
torgect it. Pleasetake afew minutesto
learn more about Prop. 90 and the serious
threat it posesto our environment.

Victory for Lake Teshekpuk
S(renpe of you will remember that at our
tember meeting, you signed a
postcard asking the Department of the
Interior to protect wildernessin Alaska
from being leased for il development.
Good news! According to Jeannette J.
Leeof The Associated Press, federal
judge James K. Singleton has halted the
sale of thisland. Thisland on the North
Slopeisahaven for migratory birdsand
calving caribou, and a 600,000-acre
section of thereserve at Teshekpuk Lake
contains some of the most important
wetlandsintheArctic.

In hisdecision, Singleton wrote that
Government environmental studieswere
too narrow in scope because they did not
consider how leasing in the northeastern
part of the reserve would affect land and
wildlifein the northwestern section of the
23-million acreNational Petroleum
Reserve-Alaska.

Theruling expressly forbidsthe
government from selling leasesto tracts
on the northeast section of the reserve.
But the government is consulting with its
lawyersto see whether the decision
leavesroom for salesin the northwest
section, according to Danielle Allen, a
bureau spokeswoman.

Thegovernment planstoredoits
environmenta impact sudiesand attempt the
sdleagain, aprocessthat could takemorethan
ayear, Allensaid. If and when that happens,
wewill beready with our postcardsonce
agan! Thank youfor your efforts.

Fall Planting Time!

ow that the days are getting shorter

and cooler, it istimeto think about
planting in Southern California. If you
want to attract birdsinto your garden, but
don't like the mess and expense of
putting seed out, then you arein luck! Do
yourself and the birds afavor and try
planting some native plants. | learned
how well thisworked when | set aside a
corner of my garden just for native
plants, like currants, sage and Monkey
Flower. Oneday, | noticed that in the
non-native section of my garden, | saw
plenty of theregularslike House Finches
and House Sparrows, but in the native
section of my garden, | saw Dark-eyed
Juncos, aHouse Wren, many humming-
birdsand White-crowned Sparrows.

itsweight, | replaceit with anative.

To attract seed-eaterslike doves,
goldfinchesor juncos, try penstemon,
Hooker’ s Evening Primrose, yarrow or
salvia, which al so attracts hummingbirds
when it flowers. For fruit eaterslike
Robins, Northern M ockingbirds or Cedar
Waxwings, plant currants, coffeeberry or
manzanitabushes. Besidessalvia,
penstemon and monkey flower, humming-
birdslove coral bellsand many native
succulentslikeDudleya.

Thegood newsisthat it keeps getting
easier to find and care for native plants.
Of course, Theodore Paynein Sun Valley
hasthe very best selection, but Burkard's
and even Armstrong’ scarry some natives.
If you are like most birders and you love
books, then you should know that several
booksexist to help you with your native
plants. Try California Native Plantsfor the
Garden by Carol Bornstein, Daniel Fross
and Bart O’ Brien, or Growing California
Native Plantsby Marjorie Schmidt. Or if
you'relikemeand you need aLOT of help,
get your handsonthe recently published
Careand Maintenance of Southern
California Native Plant Gardensby Bart
O'Brien, Betsy Landisand Ellen Mackey.
Thisnew book givescomprehensive
instructionsfor planting and caring for
natives. And, of course, if you want to learn
even more, you can alwaysjoin the Califor-
niaNativePlant Society!

For moreinformation, check out
HTTP://Www.THEODOREPAYNE.ORG. Happy
planting!

Pairing Up: Goldfinch and
Hooker’sEvening Primrose

| liketo tell people that don’'t know
any better that I’ ve worked months and
monthsto train my birds to hang upside
down likethat.

G(()I dfinchesare quite conspicuous.

ou often see several pairs of these
very sociable birdstogether at the same
time. Known for their exuberance bothin
flight and song, Goldfinchesfly with a
characteristicindirect, undulating wave
motion in awide open flock, twittering as
they go.

Goldfinchesareinteresting to observe
whilethey eat. In contrast to other seed-
eaterslike sparrows, finchesconsume
seedsthat are still attached to plants. They
have great balance and can perch on any
stem whiletwisting their bodiesto get to
seedsor fruit. The stalksfall over from
the collective weight of all of these seed-
eaters. Lesser Goldfinchesfeed eagerly on
the seeds of weedy composites and other
plants, like evening primrose, that prolifer-

(see Pairing Up, page 4)
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1750 N. Altadeng Drive
Pasadena, CA 91107
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November 2006

included Conservation, birg identification and behavior, ang adventure,
* Weoffer over 35 i eld tripsayear to local and more i Stant locations, |eg by knowl edgeable
andenthusiastic p; rder/natural ists.

* Wehave established ties yj th the Debs bark Audubon Center, and wi| continue to actjvel y
SUpport some of thejr educational Programsfor children and youth.

National Forest aboveA| tadena,

Please consider how the Pasadena A udubon Society helpsto enrich your life ang improve
your communi ty. Most of the funding for oyr activities comes from you, our members and

friends,
Please seng your tax-deductiple contribution to:
enaAudubon Socj ety
1750N. Al tadena Drive
Pasadena, ca 91107
Thank you for your support,

[ 4

Will Ful mer, President
enaAudubon Sogj ety




PAGE 4

TheWrentit

Pasadena-San Gabrid Valley Christmas Count 2006

saways, the year has gone by much

too fast and we' re right on top of the
next ChristmasBird Count. Thisannual
event has been running for sixty yearsand
isacornerstone of Pasadena Audubon as
well asan important and long-running
count in Los Angeles County. The Count
creates a snapshot of the winter bird life
of the San Gabriel Valley areaeach year.

We have agreat variety of habitats
within the count circle. Lakes, streams,
marshes, montane woodland, oak wood-
land, chaparral, riparian, coastal sage and
exotic plantingsall occur. In combination
with Southern California’ smild climate,
these habitats create astrong diversity of
birdlife.

Our count circleisfifteen milesin
diameter, asareall CBCs'. The center of
thecircleislocated at theintersection of
San Gabriel Boulevard and Duarte Road.
Theareait encompassesincludes such
interesting and productive birding spots as
Santa Fe Dam, Big Santa Anita Canyon,
Whittier Narrows, Peck Pit, Eaton
Canyon, the Huntington Gardens and the
L.A. County Arboretum. Thecirclealso
just reaches Mount Wilson, offering the
possibility of high mountain birds such as
Clark’ sNutcracker and Williamson's
Sapsucker, both very rare on the count.

The Pasadena/San Gabriel Valley
count tracesitsoriginstothe mid-1940's
and it’ sonly too obviousthat tremendous
changes have taken place since then.
Wetland and open habitatsin particul ar
have been greatly diminished. Still, we

find close to 150 species each year. In
fact, that’sfar more than were found on
the early counts when much more natural
habitat existed. In part thisis because the
evolution of the count has paralleled our

Santa Anifa
Canyon

Huntington

Library

increasing knowledge of birdsand birding
over these past six decades. Our improved
ability toidentify birdshasdramatically
grown and has made the count both more
accurate and more productivein terms of
number of species.

New and rare birds are still added to
the count list on aregular basis. Last year
the count’ sfirst Fulvous Whistling-Duck
was discovered on the San Gabriel River
and our first Painted Redstart wasin
Monrovia Canyon. What unexpected birds
will be found thisyear?| think that not
knowing what will turn upishalf thefun.

Pairi Nng UP (continued)
aein disturbed soil such asroad edges.

A /]

ooker’ sevening primrose, Oenothera

elata ssp. hookeri, likes wet places
and clay soils. It beginsgrowth inthe
springtime as aflat rosette of large wavy-
edged leaves. Next the flower stalk pushes
up, sometimesreaching six feet tall. The
flowers are produced along the stalks, on
side branches and in aterminal spike. The
flowersarefour-petaled, yellow, large and
delicately fragrant. They usually open late

afternoon or early evening, hencethe
name of evening primrose. The uppermost
flowers appear in June. The stalks
continually increasein height, producing a
constant succession of flowerstill late
autumn. Thetiny seedsripen from August
to October, in podsthat are sized just
right for Goldfinch beaks.

JaneSrrong

Whatever your birding level, be sure
tojoin usfor this event and be a part of
the process of learning and discovery. It's
agreat chanceto learn about local birds
and it’ salso worthwhile because it
contributesto our knowledge of bird
distribution and population trends.

Thisyear’ s Pasadena/San Gabriel
Valley Christmas Count will take place on
Saturday, December 16th. A brief pre-
count meeting will be held at the Eaton
Canyon Nature Center on Wednesday,
December 13th at 7:00 pm. At the pre-
count meeting we will hand out count
materials and checklists, review proce-
dures and assign count areas to partici-
pants. If you can’t be at the pre-count
meeting, don’t worry—it’ sjust as easy to
sign up for an areato count viae-mail or
phone. A fee of $5.00 for compiling and
distributing count resultsis payableto the
coordinator, Jon Fisher.

Asusual, we will hold a post-count
dinner and wrap-up at 6:00 pm on count
night. Thisyear we'll again meet at Matt
Denny’ srestaurantin Arcadia.

For additional information, please
contact count coordinator Jon Fisher at
818-800-2776 or at JoNF60@HOTMAIL.COM

JonFisher

Dinner After The Count
Good Food, Rest, Relaxation

inusat Matt Denny’sin Arcadia. We

ave four great mealsto offer you.
Pleaseindicate your choice(s) clip out and
return with your check.

r-——— |
| Name:

Preference |
| BBQ'd Tri-Tip Sandwich |
| BBQ'd Chicken Sandwich [
| Grilled Vegetable Sandwich |

Served on aroll with your choice
I of fresh fruit or French fries I
| TostadaSalad |
| (vegetarian or chicken) |
Soft drink or coffeeincluded in all meds
I $15.00/person (including tax & tip.) |
L- -

To expeditefood service and simplify
bookkeeping, payment in advanceis
appreciated. See Will Fulmer at the
November General Meeting, the Pre-count
M eeting December 14 or mail your
reservation to arrive by December 16 to
PAS' addresson page 8. Mark envelope
“Count Dinner” andinclude above
information.

Free parking available behind the
restaurant off Wheeler Street.

If you have questions or need
directions, contact Bev McKenzie (626)
355-9842 or LBMAC2(@EARTHLINK .NET.
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Field Trips

Hahamongna M onthly Walk

Saturday, November 4, 2006
Saturday, January 6, 2007
8:00am —noon

Thismonthly bird walk isfor birders
of all agesand experience. A good variety
of birdsshould bein residence. Bring
binoculars, birding guide, water and wear
walking shoes. No dogs.

Exit the northbound 210 Freeway at
Berkshireand make aright, then aleft at the
light. The park entranceison theright at the
next stop light. Tekethefirst eft after
entering Hahamongna Watershed Park and
park by the balIfield.

Ron Cyger

Eaton Canyon

Monthly Walk

Sunday, November 19, 2006
Sunday, December 17, 2006
Sunday, January 21, 2007
8:00 am —noon

Pasadena Audubon and Eaton Canyon
Nature Center are cosponsoring monthly
walksat Eaton Canyon. Thewalksareled
by Hill Penfold, who has been leading them
at ECNC for many years. Hill iswonderful
with birdersof al levelsand Eaton Canyon
isone of the best locationsto learn the birds
of the Pasadenaarea.

Thewalksare held on thethird Sunday
of each month. Meet at theflagpole: bring
water, binoculars, hats, but no dogs.

Hill Penfold

Huntington Library

Birdwalks (PASMembersonly)
Sunday, November 26, 2006
Sunday, December 24, 2006
Sunday, January 28, 2007
8:00am —11:00 am

A special benefit for Pasadena
Audubon Society membersisthe chance
to bird the Huntington Library grounds.
Attendanceisby reservation only and
limited to 15 participants. We have
enjoyed the family of Great Horned Owls
in the non-public areawe are allowed to
visit. We thank our member and Hunting-
ton curator, Dan Lewis, for making these
trips possible. Ashisschedule allows,
Dan will join Elaine M acPherson as co-
leader. If you are lucky enough to be on
those trips, you can expect some interest-
ing Huntington lore a ong with the birding
and thebotany.

Contact Elaine by email (preferred)
or phone, putting “Huntington” inthe
subject lineto avoid inadvertent deletion.

Elaine MacPherson & DanLewis

North Slope of the San

Gabriel Mountains
Saturday, Nov 11, 2006
7:30am —2:00 pm

Wewill explore areas on the northern
slope of the San Gabriel Mountains, such
asGrassy Hollow Visitors Center,
Jackson Lake, and locationsin Vayermo.
Wewill search for high-altitude species as
well aswintering raptors. Unusual species
(e.g., Lewis sWoodpecker, Y ellow-
Bellied Sapsucker, Swamp Sparrow) have
been found in some years. Time permit-
ting, we may look for longspursin the
AntelopeValley.

It may be cold and windy, especially
at higher elevations, so bring warm
clothes. We will meet at the Park & Ride
on Avenue Sin Paimdale, just east of the
14freeway.

Mark Scheel

Parrot-viewing Field Trip
Saturday, November 18, 2006
2:00 pm to dusk (around 5:00 pm).

Wewill be searching for up to ten
species of naturalized parrots and para-
keetsin the San Gabriel Valley. Travel to
the 110 (Pasadena) Freeway and exit at
Orange Grove Blvd. Turn south, and park
onthewest side of thisresidential street
just beyond the offramp.

LarryAllen

Legg L ake, Peck Pit, et al
Saturday, December 2, 2006
Saturday, February 3, 2007
7:30am —1:00 pm

Thistrip will cover several consis-
tently good lake and river birding areas.
Legg Lake haslots of water and scattered
trees and has produced good waterfowl
numbersand varietiesaswell asan
impressivelist of migrantsand wintering
birds. We'll then make aquick stop at the
San Gabriel River just below Peck Rd.
ThisiswhereaFulvous Whistling-Duck
showed up this past winter (on Christmas
Count day!). Peck Road Park containsa
huge lake that often hostsawide variety
of water birds, including grebes, ducks,
gulls, terns, egrets, and shorebirds. The
Livingstone-Graham Reservoir usually
contains hundreds of ducksand gulls.
There are almost always one or two
Ospreys present. Other raptors are often
seen at all theselocations.

Theparking lot at Legg Lakeis
accessed from Durfee Avenue between
Rosemead Boulevard and SantaAnita
Avenue. The 60 Freeway exitsfor
Rosemead, Santa Anita, and Peck Rd. all
lead south to Durfee.

Ed Stonick

BolsaChica
Saturday, January 13, 2007
8:00 am —noon

Bolsa ChicaReserveisacoastal
estuary that has great birding any time of
year! Inwinter thereserveisfilled with
waterfowl, herons, and shorebirds. This
areahasrecently undergonealarge
habitat restoration project and expansion,
and new trails have opened up.

BolsaChicaReserveislocatedin
Orange County, on the Pacific Coast
Highway (Highway 1) between Warner
Ave. and Seapoint Ave. Exit the 405
freeway south on Golden West. Take
Golden West south all theway to the
ocean, and turn right (northwest) on
Highway 1, Pacific Coast Highway.
Continue past Seapoint Ave, and there
will be atraffic light at an entrance to
beach parking. Just after thetraffic light,
turn right (away from the beach) into a
small (free) parking lot.

Mark Scheel

CarrizoPlain

Sat-Sun, January 27-28, 2007
8:00 am Satur day —noon Sunday

In this huge and unique basin we can
look forward to possible Sandhill Cranes,
Mountain Plover, Mountain Bluebird, lots
of raptors (including Ferruginous and
Rough-legged Hawks) and definite close-
up looks at the San Andreas Fault.

WEe'll probably meet Saturday
morning in Taft, and hope to spend
Saturday night on the Plain, but the details
are yet to be worked out. Save the date
and check the January Wrentit for final
details.

Leader: TBA

Organizer: Judy Bass

(626) 798-7442 before 9:00pm

email (preferred) judybass@earthlink.net

Salton Sea

Sat-Sun, TBD Early Spring

All day Saturday and until Noon on
Sunday

[Note: Thistrip has been delayed by the
Carrizo Plaintrip. It will be rescheduled
for early spring]

Thetrip has been atraditional way
for PAS membersto begin their year list!
We usually find over 100 speciesfor the
weekend and over the yearswe have seen
the following numbers of species: 27
geese & ducks, 13 hawks, 15 waders, 8
gulls, 6 terns, 11 flycatchers, 10 warblers,
and 16 sparrows. Thisisone of the
premier birding spots on the continent!
Wewill bird all day Saturday and half a
day on Sunday, heading home after lunch.

Thistripisonly for Pasadena
Audubon membersand islimitedto 12.

Ron Cyger
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| Calendar I

Submit material for the next Wrentit by December 1%

November 2006

Date Day Time Event L ocation L eader *
4 S 8:00am FieldTrip HahamongnaWatershed Park RonCyger
8 Wed 7:30pm BoardMeeting PasadenaPresbyterian Church 585 E. Colorado (at Madison)
11 Sa  8:00am FieldTrip North Slope of the San Gabriels Mark Scheel
15 Wed 7:00pm General Meseting Eaton Canyon Nature Center Program: Urban Parrots
18 Sa  2:.00pm FieldTrip Parrot Viewing: South Pasadena LarryAllen
19 Sun  8:00am FieldTrip Eaton Canyon Nature Center Hill Penfold
21  Tue 9:00am MagpieGroup Whittier Narrows Nature Center Sid Heyman & Madeline West
26 Sun  800am FieldTrip HuntingtonLibrary Gardens Elaine MacPherson & DanLewis
(PASMembersOnly)
December 2006
2 Sa  7:30am FieldTrip Legg L ake/Peck Pit Ed Stonick
13 Wed 7:00pm Bird Count Preemeet  Eaton Canyon Nature Center JonFisher
16 Sa AllDay ChristmasBirdCount CountArea Everyone
6:00pm Count Dinner Matt Denny’ sRestaurant Bev McKenzie (626) 355-9842
145 E. Huntington Dr., Arcadia
(626) 446-1077
17 Sun  8:00am FieldTrip Eaton Canyon Nature Center Hill Penfold
24 Sun  8:.00am FieldTrip HuntingtonLibrary Gardens Elaine MacPherson & DanLewis
(PASMembersOnly)
January 2007
6 Sa 800am FieldTrip HahamongnaWatershed Park RonCyger
10 Wed 7:30pm BoardMeeting PasadenaPresbyterian Church 585 E. Colorado (at Madison)
13 Sa  8:00am FieldTrip BolsaChica Mark Scheel
17 Wed 7:00pm General Meeting Eaton Canyon Nature Center Program: The Arroyo: Pagt, Present
andFitire
21 Sun  800am FieldTrip Eaton Canyon Nature Center Hill Penfold
24 Sun  8:.00am FieldTrip HuntingtonLibrary Gardens Elaine MacPherson & DanLewis
(PASMembersOnly)
27-28 SS 7:30am FieldTrip CarrizoPlain TBA
February 2007
3 St 800am FieldTrip Legg L ake/Peck Pit Ed Stonick
11 Sun 8:00am FieldTrip San Jacinto Wildlife Area LanceBenner
14 Wed 7:30pm BoardMeeting PasadenaPresbyterian Church 585 E. Colorado (at Madison)
18 Sun  8:00am FieldTrip Eaton Canyon Nature Center Hill Penfold
21 Wed 7:00pm General Meseting Eaton Canyon Nature Center Program: TBA
24 Sa 8.00am FieldTrip SantaFeDam Mickey Long
25 Sun  800am FieldTrip HuntingtonLibrary Gardens Elaine MacPherson & DanLewis

(PASMembersOnly)

Mark Scheel (Chair)

Larry Allen (626) 288-2701 larryallen@earlymusicla.org
Lance Benner (626) 791-1187 Ibenner(@charter.net
Ron Cyger (626) 449-3625 (vefore 9 pm) ron@cyger.org (preferred)

Jon Feenstra

Nick & Mary Freeman
Sid Heyman

Dan Lewis

Mickey Long

Elaine MacPherson
Hill Penfold

Ed Stonick

Madeline West

*Trip Leader Information
(818) 366-7343

(626) 792-4346
(818) 247-6172
(626) 571-5991
(626) 398-4805
(626) 398-5442
(626) 355-9412
(818)352-4954
(626) 796-0595
(626) 574-0429

scheel@tapir.caltech.edu

feenstra@its.caltech.edu
mnfreeman(@earthlink.net

danolewis@earthlink.net
mlongbird(@charter.net
birdergrrl@aol.com
hpenfold@bigfoot.com
edstonick@earthlink.net
west226(@adelphia.net
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Field Trip Reports

Hahamongna
Sept. 2, 2006
or those who missed thefirst
Hahamongnawalk of the season, you
missed alot. Here are highlights only —
we had atotal of 47 species.

Nashville, Y ellow, Wilson's, and
Orange-crowned Warblers; Mountain
Chickadees; White-breasted Nuthatches;
Western Bluebirds; Green Heron (popped
up near the dam, after the walk there were
Black-crowned Night Herons, Great-Blue
Heron and even a Spotted Sandpiper!);
Western Tanager; and Hooded Oriole.

We also had great views of Nutmeg
Manikinsfor you NNA’s(Non-native
Aficionados) and four speciesof butterflies.

Ron Cyger

GalileoHills

September 16, 2006

Ithough sparsely attended, the

September 16th field trip to Galileo
Hills, beyond Mojave, came through as
advertised. Western migrantsincluding
warblers, vireos, sparrows and flycatchers
were present in good numbers, allowing
usto review some of our usual fall
identification quandaries; eastern vagrants
were on everyone’' sminds. Our first
encounter with the unusual wasacolorful
little sparrow that, on close scrutiny, met
all the criteriafor a Pink-sided Junco. We
all got good scope views. A littlelater, we
ran off to chase areliable FRSradio
report of aL east Flycatcher by the lake,
but no onerefound this elusive Empid all
day. Just aswethrew in thetowel on this
bird, acall came over of aMourning
Warbler up above the petting zoo! We got
therein timefor aquick glimpse, before
the bird led us on an hour-long chase,
after which it was actually very coopera-
tive, but extremely active. Asluck would
haveit, thebird waslikely afirst-year
female; much likeayoung MacGillivray’s
Warbler, but with amore slender, slightly
broken eyering, and aslightly hooded
look with ayellow wash down the middle

of thethroat. After lunch, we poked
around abit more, locating a bright
Vermilion Flycatcher that has summered
there, and convincing ourselves of some
young L azuli Buntingsboth at Galileo
Hillsand California City Park.

Nick Freeman
Shorebird D

September 23, 2006

ollowing the PAS monthly meeting

which focused on theidentification of
shorebirds, al attendeeswere encouraged to
betherefor the Saturday field trip to the
lower LosAngelesRiver. Therewewould
put into practice some of thetipsand ID
techniques presented during the meeting and
just havefun watching shorebirds. The
dozen or so birderswho took to thefield on
thispleasant fall morning wererewarded
beyondall expectations.

For nearly two hours, we patiently
scoped through the flocks of dowitchers
(mostly Long-hilled, with afew Short-
billed), Western and L east Sandpipers,
Greater and Lesser Y ellowlegs, Black-
bellied and Semipa mated Ploversand many
others.

Asthe group strung out along the edge
of theriverbank whileworking our way
upriver, Mickey Long and Larry Schmahl
(whowascoincidentdly attendinga
Whittier Audubon trip at the samelocation)
spotted an unusual 1ooking shorebird that
flew up onto the * pipe bridge’ just north of
Willow Street. Itimmediately flew off, but
Mickey and Larry quickly aerted usto what
they were certain was an Upland Sandpiper.

We quickly refound the bird, and aswe
stood therein shock and awe, wewatched
LosAngelesCounty’ svery first Upland
Sandpiper casualy stroll aong thetop of the
opposite bank of theriver. Thisisagreat
placeto find many shorebirds, but an
unexpected location for an Upland, which as
itsname suggestsfavorsdrier habitats.

Needlessto say, thiswasthe highlight
of thetrip, indeed of any field trip I’ ve ever
been on. For mogt, thiswasalifebird as
well asafirst county record. The Upland
Sandpiper wasrefound and photographed
by afew other observersthrough Sunday,
September 24th.

Two other hoped-for species, Pectoral
and Baird' s Sandpipers, were a so observed
during the morning. When learning the
shorebirdsthere’ sno substitutefor field
experience, and while on theriver wegot to
examine hundreds of shorebirds of avariety
of species, with the bonus of asuper rarity.
Asaside note, get down there and enjoy this
habitat whileit' s<till attractiveto the birds.
Onceweget significant rain, they will move
elsawhere.

Jon Fisher and Mickey Long

Birding On Our Summer

Vacation

he nice thing about birding isthat no

matter whereyou go, you'll seebirds.
Will and | enjoy traveling, and our binocu-
larsalwaysgowith us. Thissummer our
tripsincluded Turkey and Greece, the
eastern Sierrasand Y osemite, and a
whirlwind tour of Bryce, Zion and the north
rim of the Grand Canyon, where we spotted
afew new birdsand severa birdsthat we
don't get to seethat often.

At Ephesuswe saw anesting White
Stork and a Syrian Woodpecker. We
watched Cory’ sand L evantine Shearwaters
swoop over the Aegean Sea. Wewere
introduced to Pete the Pelican (Great White
Pelican) on Mykonos. Blue Rock Thrush
and Rock Nuthatch flew around the ruins at
Mycenae.

Fifty Pinyon Jaysflocked at Toll House
Springsnear Big Pine. A Bald Eagle
watched over June L ake. Thousands of Red-
necked Phalaropesand afew Wilson’ swere
spinning inthewatersof Mono Lake. In
Y osemite Red Crosshillsflocked at Soda
Springsin Tuolumne Meadowsand severa
MacGillivray’ sWarblerswereat Happy
Ides.

Wesighted aNorthern Goshawk at the
Grand Canyon, and many wild turkeysin the
nearby grasdands. We had our first look at
the gray-headed race of Dark-eyed Juncosat
both Bryce and the Grand Canyon, and our
first Broad-tailed Hummingbird at the
Grand Canyonand Zion.

It wasapretty good summer, bird-wise.

Lois& Will Fulmer

Oct. 10, 2006

ark Hunter, editor of the

Wrentit, concerned that hedidn’t
have enough articlesfor thefast-
approaching November issue, decided
to take mattersinto hisown hands.
Glancing out hisofficewindow, he
observed and photographed a Ruddy
Ground-Dove (adult male), abird
which has been seen rarely in Califor-

Wrentit Editor Overreactsto Shortage of Material

niaand never beforein Los Angeles
County. The bird has now been seen by
other experienced birders and has been
submitted to the CBRC asthefirst
county record.

When asked about hismotivation for
thisover-the-top sighting, Hunter
responded that hewas till alittle miffed
about missing that Shorebird ID trip
wherethey spotted the Upland Sandpiper.

T 2T L TR
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A Weekend For the
Birds...and theBirders

orethan 40 birders participated in

thefall 2006
birdingevent, “Birding:
TheBasicsand
Beyond”, on Saturday,
September 30thand
Sunday, October 1st.
Theevent wasco-
sponsored by the
PasadenaAudubon
Society, the County of
Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Parksand
Recreation andthe
Eaton Canyon Nature
Center.

Morethan half the
peoplewhoregistered
for theworkshops
identifiedthemselves
asnovicebirdersand
attended the Basics of
Birdingworkshop.
Participantsgot a
jumpstart on bird identification, field
guides, optical equipment, bird habits,
habitat, status and distribution. The
workshop was presented by two of our

capable members, Ron Cyger (program
chair) and Mark Scheel (field trip chair).
More advanced birders had the opportu-
nity to honetheir 1D skillsfor those

difficult tricky species. Expert birders Jon
Fisher and Mickey Long were on hand to
shed some light on many of those diffi-
cult, and often frustrating, identification

encounters.

M orethan twenty participants now
have alot more knowledge about bird
behavior, thanks to the afternoon work-
shop. Judy Bassfound the
perfect combination of
teaching everythingthereis
to know about bird behav-
ior, includingterritory,
courting, mating, food
sourcesand migration, and
weavinginhumor.
Speaking of humor,
participantsenjoyed a
= lunchonthepatiowith
. entertainment provided by
PASmemberswitha
“birding fashion show” . A
. funraffletopped off the

d

ay.

Bird walkswereheld on
Sunday, October 1 at Eaton
CanyonNature Center,
Legg Lakesand Whittier
NarrowsRecreation Area.
Asaresult of thisoutreach
event, we now have six new
members of PASwho arelooking forward
to more fun and excitement through
birding.

SusanGilliland

They’'reBack!
(Winter Edition)

sl writethisin late September, a

Lincoln’s Sparrow kicksaroundin
theleaf litter below my office window.
It'sthefirst onel’ve seen thisfall. I've
only ever seen one here, and I’ m suspi-
ciousthat thisis exactly the same bird that
spent the winter herelast year. I've had a
White-throated Sparrow wintering at the
other end of my yard for several years
now. Two years ago it brought ayounger
onewithit, and last year only the younger
onereturned. By thetimethisarticle sees
print I’ [l know if aWTSPisspending
another winter withme.

We know that birds migrate to and
from general areas. But how often do
birds migrate to pinpoint locationslike a
specific yard, year after year? Areyour
birdsreally your birds? Short of banding
yard birds and recapturing them ayear
later, it’s hard to be certain. But White-
throated Sparrows arein pretty short
supply in Los Angeles County, so |
suspect that my bird isthe same bird each
year.
Fortunately, there’ ssome better
sciencein existenceto back up this
suspicion. The Huntsman Marine Science
Center in New Brunswick hasbeen
banding birds since 1989. Black-and-
white Warblers are among their most
common captures, and one of thosefirst

caught in 1991 was caught again in 1992,
1994, 1995, and 1998. Pretty pinpoint
navigation, indeed, for abird that winters
in the Caribbean. Eight yearsistheir
record for individual s being recaptured.
Canadian songbirdslead short, intense
lives.

Some recaptures are more exciting
than others. From Israel in 2004, birders
reported “At Tel Saharon, for the third
year in succession aKingfisher (Alcedo
atthis) returned to itsterritory. Asin
previousyears, it was caught in the net
with another member of the same species,
probably whiledefendingitsterritory.”

Purple Martins are particularly noted
for “sitefidelity”, the tendency to return
to exactly the same nest site each year. So
are Purple Finches. But all of this
discussion isrelated to summer behav-
ior—what about sitefidelity inthe
winter? A banding program at Hilton
Pondin Y ork, South Carolinaran from
1982 to 1990 and saw 26 Purple Finches
banded during winter of those years
returning in the winter of 1989-1990,
including 15 birds over 5 yearsold.
However, thisis out of about 2000 birds
banded. Other species do better. Re-
searchers studying Swamp Sparrowsin
central Floridabanded two of themin
December 2000 and recaptured both, one
year later to the day, within 10 meters of
theoriginal capturelocation. German

researchers also found some winter site
fidelity in Goldeneye males. European
researchersrunning alarge banding
operation in Gambiain the winter found
that most of the speciesthey captured
exhibited winter sitefidelity, defined in
this case as recapture within 100 metersin
asubsequent winter.

Somewhat closer to home, intern
work at the Big Sur Ornithological
Laboratory showed that Hermit Thrushes
often return to the same sites each winter.
Sanderlings al so show strong winter site
fidelity in California. And much closer to
home, the Palos V erdes/South Bay
Audubon chapter reported winter site
fidelity inalLesser Yellowlegsinthe
Dominguez Channel every year from 1990
through 1998. So perhapsit has become
morejustifiable, from a scientific view-
point, to give pet namesto your yard
birds. Just don’t start dressing themup in
cutelittleoutfits.

By theway, if you' ve never attended
abird banding session, there’' savery
good illustrated description of it in the
September 18th entry of aweb log at
WWW.BOOTSTRAP-ANALY SIS.COM/FIEL D_WORK,
by an academic author who choosesto
remain anonymous. Pretty interesting!

[Editor’s Note: At 8:45amon
October 11th, the White-throated Spar-
rowreturned.]

MarkHunter
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Hospitality Chair Needed!

ou could be the new Hospitality Chair

for Pasadena Audubon — maybe you
and afriend! There’ sbeen somejob
shifting over the summer, and our previ-
ous Hospitality person, LauraGarrett, is
now our Conservation Chair.

We now need a person or personsto set
up refreshmentsfor our general meetings.
It's not hard, but you do need to be able to
get to Eaton Canyon by about 6:30 pm on
third Wednesdays (September through
May, except December). PAS paysfor
coffee and tea, and volunteers sign up to
bring cookiesand such.

The Hospitality Chair also makes
arrangementsfor our Christmas Count and
End-of-Y ear Dinners.

Doesthissound like ajob you could
take on? Laurawill be happy to provide
training, suppliesand help.

If you' reinterested, please contact
either Will or Laura:

Will Fulmer at 626-798-1606 or
WILLO2001@EARTHLINK.NET

Laura Garrett at 626-564-1890 or
PURPLECOW@JPS.NET

Holiday Gifts(or Treat
Your seif!l)

he holidays are coming, and we have

just the thing for your birding buddies
and/or significant others. T-shirts,
sweatshirts and hats with the PAS Wrentit
logo are on sale at our general meetings on
the third Wednesday of the month.

Adult teescomeinlight tan, dark tan
or pale green; sweatshirtsare pale green.

Y outh tees and sweatshirtsare gray. The
T-shirtsare $15, and the sweatshirts are
$25.

Our hatscomein two styles— the
ever-popular adjustable billed caps, aswell
asseveral sizesof “bucket” style hats.
Both are embroidered with our Wrentit
logo on the front and “ Pasadena A udubon
Society” on the back. The cost isjust $20.
We also have colorful Wrentit patches that
can be sewn on to any clothing; they are
$5.

Profitsfrom clothing sales help fund
our day-to-day expenses.

Magpie
Bird Study
Group

he group meetsthe third Tuesday

of each month. We bird 9:00 am
to about 11:30 am, eat sack lunches
and have a short business meeting.
All PASmemberswelcome.

Tuesday, November 21, 2006
Whittier Narrows
Meet at the Nature Center

Tuesday, December 12, 2006
Arboretumin Arcadia
M eet outside the entrance

Tuesday, January 16, 2007
San DimasCanyon
Meet at the Nature Center

Tuesday, February 20, 2007
Santa Fe Dam Recreation
Area

Take 210 freeway east to
Irwindale Ave. Right (south) on
Irwindale and go just over 1 mile
to Arrow Highway. Go Right

PAS on the WEB (west) on Arrow Highway about .5
mileto AzusaCanyon Road, turn
. right. Wewill meet about ablock
i Website up on Azusa Canyon Road, before
HTTP://WWW.PASADENAAUDUBON.ORG you enter the park
ListServe SdHeyman
HTTP://GROUPS.Y AHOO.COM/GROUP/PASADENAAUDUBON/ MadelineWest
r—-—-—————— —— — — — — — — n|
Becomea Chapter-only M ember shipApplication |
Member of PAS Name I
licy changes by the National Address - --—-—-—-——= |
Audubon Society have severely ay_ _____—_———7/m———— |
reduced the share of NAS membership —_———— = — — — — — — — — |
duesreturned to local chapters, funds State _ ZipCode__ _ __ _ _ _ __ Phone__ _ __ _ __ __ _
which Pasadena Audubon has used to emal _ _ _ I
financeitsprograms and services. To make Donor’ saddressfor gift member ship: |
up for theloss of fundsfrom Nationa Name
Audubon, PasadenaAudubon, like many Address . _ __ _ _ -
other National Audubon chapters, now City —  __ _sae_ _____Zi_p Code_ —

offers Chapter only memberships.

When it’ stime to renew your Na-
tional Audubon membership, weinvite
you to instead become a Chapter only
Member of the Pasadena Audubon
Society, or make adonation to our
Chapter to support our programs. Chapter-
only duesare $20 per year, or $15 for
seniorsand students, all of which remains
with our local chapter to fund our programs,
including publication of The Wrentit.

Wethank you all for your support!

Y early Membership for Individudal or Family

PAS Chapter Only

[ 1920 [ ] $35* [ ] Other

* Plus Chapter Pin and Tee Shirt or PASBIirding Guide
[ 1$15 Senior/Full-timeStudent

Donation

[]
Make checks payable and mail to:

Pasadena Audubon Society, 1750 N. Altadena Drive, Pasadena, CA 91107
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Book Reviews: Shorebirds

Two important North American
guidesto shorebirds have recently been
published: Shorebirdsof
North America, by Dennis
Paulson, and The Shorehird
Guide, by Michael O'Brien,
Richard Crossley, and Kevin
Karlson. Both are photo-
graphic, both arevery
valuableand useful, yet other
thanthis, they aretwo very
different books.

At 476 pages, The
Shorebird Guideisavery
large book, about the size of
The Sbley Guideto Birds.
That’ snot exactly what one
would want to haul around on a hot sticky
day at theL.A. River inlate August. Note
that it is called The Shorebird Guide, and
not The Shorebird Field Guide. However,
it can be helpful at the Salton Seawhen

P 1l d guides, and

MICHAEL 'BRIEN, EICHARD CROSSLEY, wa KEVIN RARLEON

birding fromthe car. It also servesvery
well at home when studying before going
inthefield, and asareferencein the car.
It teaches more about GISS (General
Impression of Size and Shape)
birding, unlikeother

. usesshapeand
structurefor
identificationclues.
A reason thisbook
isnot particularly
helpful inthefield
isthat theimages
and themaintext
are separate, so one
would constantly
haveto beflipping
through the pages.

InShorebirds
of North America, the text and pictures
areall together, making it much easier to
useinthefield. But when it comesto the
amount of information, The Shorebird
Guidehasmore.

Shorebirds of
North America

- The
: Photagrapiic Guide

Being only slightly larger than the
National Geographic Field Guideto the
Birds of North America, Shorebirds of
North Americaiscertainly moreof a
‘Field’ Guide. Oneinteresting detail about
itisthat itsrangeincludes
Mexicoand Central America,
helpful for thosetraveling south
of theborder. Another big plus
isthat onthefront flapisa
taxonomiclist of al the species
covered with page numbers, so
you don’'t haveto be constantly
flipping totheindex.

So which oneto get?|
bought both, but put together
they’ reover $55, which might
be morethan you' rewilling to
spend. If you want oneto use
inthefield, get Shorebirds of
North America, if you want one with more
information, get The Shorebird Guide.

JohnF. Garrett

New Members

PASis pleased to welcome the
following new members. We hope you will
get involved in our many activities.

ALHAMBRA: IlvanaGomez, Donna
Ragsdale; ALTADENA: Steve Chung,
Gladys Cotton, Connie Houser, Helen
Parker, Judith Sullivan, John Tuddenham,
MariaClaudiaZerda; ARCADIA: Diana
Loomis, BarbaraMcDaniel, William

Raoberts, Jerry Solis, LyndaWhite;
AZUSA: Allison Carver; GLENDALE:
Gail Nelson; LA CANADA
FLINTRIDGE: James& Helen Knight,
PatriciaMichel; LA CRESCENTA: Julia
Ray; MONROVIA: Susan Milliken;
MONTEREY PARK: Betty Thrasher;
PASADENA: Alison Abernathy, Joyce
Breslin, Ralph Bullington, Brian Cabot,
Martha Jane Dowds, Lynn Fairbanks,
Allyn Heck, Holly Horton, Philip I bach,
NadineIshizu, Hugh Langford, Shirley

Marneus, CynthiaMarugg, Phoebe
Ozuna, Eugene & Geraldine Peterson,
Raobert Senger, Robin Shectman, C.
Stevenson, Helen Tuttle, BarbaraUyeda,
MerleWelch; ROSEMEAD: Margaret
Cuenod; SAN GABRIEL: Gary Kinsley,
Tom Wang, LindaWennbo; SIERRA
MADRE: Mari Glaze, Deanne Larsen,
Frances Powell; SOUTH PASADENA:
John Baum, AngelaKoenigsberg, Ellen
Paigle, Judith Trout; TEMPLE CITY:
Jack Roberts

Pasadena Audubon Society Board

President Will Fulmer
VicePresident NormArnheim
Secretary Jean O’ Hagan
Treasurer Peggy Ogata

Board Membersat Large:
Dan Lewis, Brian Tomikawa, Bev McKenzie

Publicity
(626) 798-1606 Website
(626) 405-0844 Y outh Education
(626) 792-4406 Y outh Representative
(626) 398-3184

(open)

Janet Scheel (626) 355-3938
NormArnheim (626) 405-0844
John Garrett (626) 564-1890
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